They're small, dark-
eyed and a pain
when they fly in.
JOHN PRESTON on

a lucrative encounter.

HITLEY STRIEBER
has writlen & true
story. In case you
doubt this It's printed
in ialics at the tom

ﬂ? page of his book-—

ently topping the best-seller
charts in the Stales —as well as
on the jacket and the MNy-leal.

As Strieber writes in Lhe introduc-
tion, his book Communion is the
story of “one man's sttempt to deal
wilh & shattering sasault from the
unknown”. Or, Lo put it another way,
Stirieber has had whstl appears 1o be
& series of chne encounters with
exlra larresirial beings. Yes, theyre
oul Lhere after all. And Strieber has
mel Lhem.

What makes Strieber's book dif-
fetent from other reported contacts
with Martians, Venusians, K
and assorted aliens, is that he s &
determinedly regular guy. & sceptic,
not in the aslightest bit given o
exolic fights of lancy Al least nol in
non-fiction. Me's the suthor of »
number of horror stories as well as &
couple of more serious works

Paranoid

What's more he s — and this is the
important part — completely sane 1f
you have doubts aboul this too,
there are tealimonies (rom paych
istrists In the book confirming (hat
he Is not sulfering from paranckd
delusions, plus the resulls of lie
detector tests which bear out his
slory.

rieber’s not even u{:ﬂ‘ for sure
he has met up with “visllorns”,
y that he's had & series of
wulrd axperiences and we would all
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be better off if we kept open minds
shoul such things. All in all, he's
being entirely reasonable sbout the
whole thing

“Oh God, he's & loony,” muttered
Stre

discredit st all. What he is though, Is
very earnes! indeed. British journal-
ista, he has found, have been giving
him & rather rougher ride than he
got in the States

“In America | am & well known
sulhor,™ he says a litle hulfily,
between sips of week camomile Lea.”
No one imagines for 8 moment that
| would come up with « freud.

Over here he has slready soen off
one “witlessly sceptical™ Inter-
viewer, ~1 lold him (o get losl,” he
says. “] couldn't think what slse to
do. After sll, | am sceplical mysell,
nol in s lbt;.thlhu way though, but
in 8 thoughtiul way.”

Why, you may wonder, should the
visitors have picked on Streiber as s
subject for study?

He's a8 much in the dark about
this as everyone esise. But ng by
the book, it's because his com-

sbsence of any sense
umour. This is the bad news. They
mmwllbcn They may be more
or intelligent than us. When it
comes (o mirth though, they're
complete non-starters

Probes

But, as Strieber tells it, this was »
urlounl; non-humorous ex-
perience. It all started —or seemed
loum-—mn;gmumhctﬂc';:
loseean | re standing st
end of his b«ll?'.hc figure had two
dark holes for eyes, another dark
hole where its mouth should be, and
" Lo be wearing some sort
of breastplste Sirieber's first reac-
ton, being & non fenciful sort of

fellow, was to

i this down o a
“hypnopompic ucination.” But
then he began Lo have his doubts

The next thing he knew he was
being carried along by & group of
figures and ilaken inlo & small
circular chamber in the middie of »
wood. There he was submilted o
some sort of medical examination,
with probes being stuck into the sort
of pisces where probes bave no
business going. When he woke the
pext day he had & pain in his bottom
and was In & state of understandable
confusion.

In :'M woeks (hal followed he
L] i he was golng mad. Eventu-
uhl‘;'“in dexlded u:“gu and see &
therapist. He loyed with the idea of
going to see someone oalled Dr
Aphrodite Clamar, bul decided
against i (wisely, one can't help

ters with (he visitors streiching
hack to his childhood

Whal's more he cume 0 realise
that he was not slone. Plenty of
other people, apparently quite sane,
hadd had similar experiences. In no
case Lthough was (here any direct
evidence of abduction

As far as Sirieber was concerned
this made it all the more fascinaling
Were the visilors from anolber
planel? Were they Dgmenis of his
imagination, desd puople »
around In the - rold,
“electromagnet ic

And so on. And 80 on Some
had emerged [rom Lheir experienues
hopelessly traumatised, tihers had
come outl enriched

As Tor Strieber, Il he really was
carried off by aliens, Lhey dun't seem
W have done much lor his pross
slyle SBumevne, reputedly of sarthiy
origin, is quoled on Lhe ook jacket
as saying that it's beautilully writ
ten. This is pushing it. In fact s &
grindingly ltersl sccount of ihe
minutise of whal apparently hap
pened 0 him, Ml of ledious
Lranscripls of hypnosis sessbions snod
meslings with other alsluriesd

Sequel

But that heant stopped il from
selling like wildfire in the Sistes
Turned down (with contempt. nolas
Stirieber) by nine publishers, it sold
oul as soon &s it hit the shops. The
reprints have kepd rolling ever since
And there's more Lo come Sirieber
has had further visitor experiences
since completing the book and
Intends to write & sequel detalling
his recent escapades

The most notable of thewn Invol
ved his buing Lranaported once sgain
by the visitors. slthough Lus L he
decided o walk rther than be
carried. He had hoped 1o take &
camers. Regretiably this proved
impossible. So e wok his ost

thinking) plumping Lead for
someons al Lhe New York Stale
Psychistric Institute. Under hyp
nosls he remembered olher encoun
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